Magical Kaleidoscopes
See the world through a
topsy-turvy colourful lens
with this magical
kaleidoscope project! And
best of all, most of the
materials can be found in
your recycling bins.

MATERIALS:
-

Two empty toilet paper rolls
Glue stick
Construction paper
Clear tape or packing tape
Aluminium foil
Clear plastic clamshell or takeout container
Sequins, marbles, beads, confetti etc.
Gift wrap or coloured paper

STEPS:
INNER TRIANGULAR TUBE:
1. Cut a piece of construction paper into an approx. 4” x 3.25” rectangle.
2. Fold the paper lengthwise into three to form a triangle.
3. Unfold the paper so that it’s flat again. Cut a piece of aluminium foil to the
same size or slightly bigger (this can be trimmed later).
4. Glue the aluminium foil to the paper using a glue stick, shiny side up.
5. Fold the paper back into a triangle and tape it along the open edge.
6. The finished triangular tube goes inside the toilet paper roll.
END CAP:
1. Cut an approx. 1’’ wide strip off your second toilet paper roll. Cut a little
bit off the end of the strip. This piece will fit inside the end of the
kaleidoscope so it should be slightly smaller in dimension than the
opening of the toilet paper roll.
2. Bend the strip into a circle, overlapping the two ends slightly. Tape where
the ends overlap.
3. Cut two small circles out of clear plastic. I used an empty clamshell
container for this, takeout container lids or any other clear plastic
recyclable will work too.
4. Tape the first plastic circle over one end of the cardboard circle. Packing
tape works best for this as it’s stronger and clearer, but clear cellotape will
also work, you might just need to use more of it.
5. Fill the end cap with beads, sequins, confetti or any other shiny colourful
bits. I made confetti by cutting up metallic gift wrap into small pieces.
6. Tape the second piece of plastic onto the other end of the end cap,
sealing in all your sequins etc. Use lots of tape to cover the whole end cap
so your shiny bits can’t escape!

Share your process with us
using #eskerfoundation or
#eskerathome!

OUTSIDE OF KALEIDOSCOPE:
1. Decorate the outside of your toilet paper roll! Cut a piece of gift wrapping
paper or other coloured paper and glue to the outside of the toilet paper
roll. Then cover in stickers, colored tape, stick-on gems, whatever fun
decorative bits you might have on hand!

