
 
 

 

MATERIALS: 
 

- One medium or large potato 
- Paper clip 
- Paper and pencil 
- Tempera or Acrylic Paint (If you don’t have access to paint, here 

is an easy recipe to make your own paint out of salt, flour and 
food colouring:  https://tinkerlab.com/salt-and-flour-paint/) 

- Paintbrush (or fingers!) 
 
 

STEPS: 
 

1. Cut your potato in half. Place it face down on a piece of paper 
and trace around its edges.  
 

2. Make a simple drawing inside the circle you’ve traced. 
 

3. Unbend one end of your paperclip. 
 

4. Place your drawing on top of your potato and use the end of the 
paperclip to punch holes through the paper and into the potato 
all around the edges of your drawing so that you have an outline 
of your drawing on your potato. Alternatively, you can use your 
pencil to draw your drawing directly onto your potato, digging 
into the potato a little as you draw.  
 

5. Using the flat unopened end of your paper clip as a carving tool, 
scrape away all of the parts of the potato that aren’t part of your 
drawing. 
 

6. Using a paper towel, press as much excess water out of your 
potato as possible. 
 

7. Using a wetted paintbrush, apply a thick layer of paint evenly 
across your potato design. If you don’t have access to a 
paintbrush, fingers work just as well! 
 

8. Press your painted potato firmly down onto a piece of paper, 
holding it in place for 5 seconds. Carefully lift it off your paper. 
 

9. Voila! You are print making! Fold a piece of paper in half and 
stamp the front to make a card to send to a loved one, or if you 
have a long piece of kraft paper use your stamp to turn it into 
your own custom gift wrap! You can also stamp old t-shirts of 
tea towels to make your own custom textile pieces.  

Potato stamps are a great 
introduction to print making! 
You can draw your own design, 
or use a cookie cutter to make a 
shape. If you can’t find a paper 
clip at home, try using a key ring 
or plastic knife as a carving tool. 
Turn your prints into greeting 
cards to send to a friend or 
loved one! 

 

 

 

Potato Stamp Print Making  

We’d love to see what you make! Use #eskerfoundation 
or #eskerathome to share your creative process with us! 


